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1CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
This chapter described the background of why this research was important to be
conducted. It also conveyed the research question, the research scope, and the
formulation of the problems. This chapter also mentioned the objectives of this
research and states the significances of this research.
A. Background
Literature became famous in the world since literature could become something
to amuse and to learn. Literature was referred to as the entirety of written expression,
with the restriction that not every written document could be categorized as literature
in the more exact sense of the word (Klarer, 2004:1). So, people could say that
literature was artistic written which described about world and human life. Some
literary works were make as media to educate people with the story about good
character and the reason why we had to be good, but also there were some story
which described main character as antagonist, to show the reader the effect of bad
attitude. But how people judged some character had good or bad characteristic in
some story? People could not do it by seeing what he/she did but also, people should
understand the reason why he/she did it because to judge someone people had to see
from all aspect not only from one aspect. Allah said In Holy Qur’an surah Al-Hujurat
verse 11:
2The meaning:
“Believers, let not a group (of men) scoff at another group, it may well
be that the latter (at whom they scoff) are better than they nor let a
group of women scoff at another group, it may well be that the latter
are better than they. And do not taunt one another, nor revile one
another by nicknames. It is an evil thing to gain notoriety for
ungodliness after belief. Those who do not repent are indeed the wrong
doers.
Allah forbidden us as Muslims to did not mock some people or group of people
because maybe they who we mocked is better than us in Allah’s side.
Literature could be classified according to whether it was fiction or non-fiction,
and whether it was poetry or prose. It could be further distinguished according to
major forms such as the novel, short story or drama; and works were often
categorized according to historical periods or their adherence to certain aesthetic
3features or expectations (genre). From all the classification of literature that I
mentioned the most interest one was Novel, who did not know the novel Harry Potter
by J.K Rolling, Inferno by Dan Brown, Gelombang by Dewi Lestari etc. Every novel
told the story about some characters in it, so character became one of the internal
element of the novel that arranged the story in the novel. There were some kinds of
character in the novel, those are; main and peripheral character, protagonist and
antagonist, dynamic and static, typical and neutral. The Main character was the actor
which appeared in the most part of story, and always have connection with other
chracters. Usually the main character in the story always appear as good character
such as brave, kind and humble but there were some stories which described main
character abnormally like the character that I had quoted in the kompasiana.com;
Anti-hero (atau penyebutan feminim-nya adalah anti-heroine) adalah jenis karakter atau
karakter utama dalam buku, film, video game, dsb yang nggak punya sifat seperti kebanyakan
jagoan lainnya dalam cerita-cerita seperti keberanian, kebaikan moral, dan sifat ideal-lainnya.
Alih-alih punya sifat yang patut dicontoh, anti-hero ini malah punya sifat yang ngga patut
dicontoh. Intinya, konsep anti-hero ini berlainan dengan konsep jagoan kebanyakan. Bagaimana
si tokoh protagonis utama malah punya sifat buruk kayak contohnya, Chev Chelios (Crank) dan
Lelouch Lamperouge (Code Geass) Tapi ada juga sekelumit anti-hero yang punya sifat-sifat
yang patut dicontoh.
So, Anti-hero was kind of character or main character that was extraordinary
because if people talked about main character, in the people’s head, there will the
character who was very kind and ready to be sacrificed for the human rise but anti-
hero was described as the character or main character who was not only had good
characteristic but he/she had bad characteristic such as selfish, arrogant and crude.
4In the novel Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo seemed to
describe Edward Tulane, the main character in the novel as Anti-hero because as
main character Edward Tulane had selfish, arrogant and grudged characteristic but he
also had good characteristic like kind, merciful and love other people, because there
were binary opposition in the characteristic of Edward Tulane in the novel it made the
researcher interesting to research the novel using deconstruction theory by Jacques
Derrida.
According to Derrida these binary oppositions were hierarchies in miniature,
containing one term that Western culture viewed as positive or superior and another
considered negative or inferior, even if only slightly so. Through deconstruction,
Derrida aimed to erase the boundary between binary oppositions—and to did so in
such a way that the hierarchy implied by the oppositions was thrown into question.
So, the researcher concluded that the most suitable theory to research the novel
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo was using Deconstruction
that was introduced by Jacques Derrida in order to find the true characteristic of
Edward Tulane as main character in the novel.
B. Research Question
From the explanation about characteristic of main character in the novel
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane and deconstruction theory, we could draw out
a question that; what were the characteristics of main character in the novel
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by using deconstruction theory?
5C. Research Objective
The object of this research by understanding the research question above was to
know the characteristic of main character in the novel Miraculous Journey of Edward
Tulane by using deconstruction theory.
D. Research Significance
1. Theoretically
This research is expected to give contribution or additional source of literary
work especially deconstruction and this research also is expected to help the
researcher understands about literary theory especially deconstruction that is
developed by Jacques Derrida and to get better understand about character and the
characteristic in the literary work especially for novel.
2. Practically
This research also hopes to be able make the reader more understands the
function of literary work especially when reading the novel, not only just an
entertainer but also as education media. And the researcher expect that this research
can be useful as reference for the student especially English and Literature
department who is interesting to analyze the literary theory especially Deconstruction
by Jacques Derrida.
6E. Research Scope
In this research the researcher only focusses to the character especially the reason
why the characteristic of main character in the Kate DiCamillo’s novel “Miraculous
Journey of Edward Tulane” change depend on who is belong to him by using
deconstruction theory by Jacques Derrida.
7CHAPTER II
LITERATURE REVIEW
In this chapter, the researcher reviewed some theories related to deconstruction
which serve as a guide of this study. The theories reviewed include kinds of
character, novel and synopsis. DiCamillo’s biography also provided at the end of this
chapter.
A. Previous Finding
Related to deconstruction theory, there were many researches that had been
conducted.
Fariska Pujiyanti (2010) in her thesis “Dekonstruksi Dominasi Laki-Laki Dalam
Novel the Da Vinci Code Karya Dan Brown”, with using descriptive qualitative
method, the purpose of this research was to finding binary opposition for
deconstruction analysis, while deconstructive feminism was used as a reading upon
the result of deconstruction analysis. The structural analysis showed that there was a
binary opposition, between doxa and orthodoxa. The deconstruction analysis with
deconstructive feminism reading showed that there was deconstruction of male
domination in the novel executed by doxa. The deconstruction included: the marriage
of Jesus Christ with Mary Magdalene which regarded Magdalene as the partner of
Jesus; the acknowledgement of Jesus’ daughter which reputed the existence of
womanhood, for the birth of baby girl was considered a disgrace in Jesus’ period;
8Mary Magdalene was not a poor family descendant but a royal descendant; Mary
Magdalene was not a prostitute but a sacred feminine; Jesus was a feminist as he
commanded Mary Magdalene to carry out the Church after his death; the pilgrimage
to woman’s tomb was not considered a taboo; and the proclamation of doxa “so dark
the con of man” indicated doxa’s dislike to patriarchy. This novel also introduced
many symbols which carried male and female harmony in each, like: pentacle, the
vitruvian man, and star of David.
Ridha Syafriany Ridwan (2010) in her research “Deconstruction on Feminism in
Arthur Golden’s Geisha” using qualitative method. The purpose of this research was
to find the truth of what the geisha was. Based on the explanation and analysis the
writer concluded that in the work of Arthur Golden, memoirs of geisha broke the
meaning of what geisha itself, Arthur described that a geisha was not like a common
prostitute. When someone ask, “was a geisha a prostitute or not?” the best answer
was not simple to say yes or not, we really had to understand what a geisha through to
be a truly geisha, and we had to know the definition between prostitute and geisha.
Zulkifli. M (2015) in his thesis “Deconstruction of Dante Alighieri’s “The Divine
Comedy” in Dan Brown’s Novel ‘Inferno’” the purpose of his research is to
investigate the text the text strategy used inferno to deconstruct the eschatological
vision created in the divine comedy. The method that was used in this research was
deconstruction reading. From the research, the writer found that the text The Divine
Comedy was a logocentric text. Strategies of being used to construct logos in the text
9were autobiography technique, allegory play, and closed hierarchy gradation.
Construction of comedia also build superiority of Angelo-America by playing in
privileged semantic field such as civilized, blessed, Christian, glorious, west, brilliant,
and hero. Dan Brown, by his inferno, reversed the semantic field by associating them
with narrative facts behind the history and architecture of Hogia Sophia. Finally,
novel inferno pulled utopian concept of Dante back the reality.
From the previous findings above, the research can conclude that the different of
my research with the first and the second previous findings are both of them explain
about deconstruction that focus on feminism and third previous finding focus on
Dante’s poem “The Divine Comedy” that deconstructed by Dan Brown’s Novel
“Inferno”.
B. Pertinent Ideas
1. Deconstruction
Deconstruction involved the close reading of texts to demonstrate that any given
text has irreconcilably contradictory meanings, rather than being a unified, logical
whole. According to J. Hillis Miller, the preeminent American deconstructionist, has
explained in an essay entitled Stevens’ Rock and Criticism as Cure (1976),
“Deconstruction is not a dismantling of the structure of a text, but a demonstration
that it has already dismantled itself. Its apparently solid ground is no rock but thin
air.”
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Derrida said in Selden “As we know Deconstruction theory examination by
Derrida enroll a few systems and terms analyze logo centrism which has a tendency
to produce or give the last intending to a particular text (Selden, 1986:84).”So,
Derrida did not believe that structuralists could explain the laws governing human
signification and thus provide the key to understanding the form and meaning.
It was different from Saussure’s dichotomies such as signifiant/signifie,
parole/langue, and synchrony/diachrony which present like naturally but in post-
structuralism that case was not related naturally, such as “red” mean stop in traffic
lamp but in other case “red” had many meanings because meaning was not directly
present in the sign, and because all of that was textual so the result was only trace.
According to Spivak (Derrida, 1976: XVII) ‘trace’ is mentioned as unpresented of
something present. For example, the word that was written in the whiteboard which
was erased, the physical disappeared but it stayed in memory. So, the meaning of a
sign was different depend on the relation to the other sign.
A concept introduced by Derrida, differAnce/differEnce was a pun on
“difference” was from Latin differe means to differ which means special and to defer
which means temporal(Spivak, 1976) and is that attribute of language, by which
meaning was generated because of a word’s difference from other words in a
signifying system, and at the same time, meaning was inevitably and infinitely
deferred or postponed, was constantly under erasure and could be glimpsed only
through “aporias” or deadlocks in understanding.
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Differance undermines the unity and coherence of a text when a deconstructive
reading was performed. Consequently, meaning was disseminated across the text and
could be found only in traces, in the unending chain of signification. In the free play
of meanings, one signifier lead to a signified, which itself became a signifier for
another signified and so on, such that the ultimate signified (the “Transcendental
Signified”), that which transcends all signifiers were never attained
Derrida, who coined the term deconstruction, argue that in Western culture,
people tend to think and expressed their thoughts in terms of binary oppositions
(white / black, masculine / feminine, cause /effect, conscious /unconscious, presence /
absence, speech writing). Derrida suggested these oppositions were hierarchies in
miniature, containing one term that Western culture viewed as positive or superior
and another considered negative or inferior, even if only slightly so. Through
deconstruction, Derrida aimed to erase the boundary between binary oppositions—
and to did so in such a way that the hierarchy implied by the oppositions was thrown
into question.
Derrida (1981:41-42) in his book Position stated that there are three steps in
deconstructing the text. First is locating an opposition and then determine which side
is privileged and the third are reverse the hierarchic.
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a. Locating the opposition
According to Derrida (1997:24), “The movements of deconstruction do not
destroy structures from the outside. They are not possible and effective, nor can they
take accurate aim….”
Deconstruction should “necessarily” operate “from the inside”. According to
Derrida in Ozdemir (2014:62) there are two ways to operate from inside of the text.
One is to point to the neglected parts in the texts and to question them and find their
inconsistencies; the other is to deal with the binary oppositions that are included in
texts.
In this binary opposition, according to the tradition of western philosophy, the
first term is valued as the property of logos and privilege them and devalued the
second term as the subordinate of the first term (Ryan, 1999:72).
Derrida gave an analogy about the neglected parts of the texts and how to
deconstruct them. He compared the text to architectonic structures and write that in
some texts there were “neglected” or “defective” corner stones which need to be
levered in order to be deconstructed. In other words, if someone wanted to
deconstruct a text, he should find some important “corner stones” or important parts
that are neglected or ignored and question these parts from different perspectives to
create alternative meanings. Related to the novel “Miraculous Journey of Edward
Tulane” Edward as main character was judge love only himself when he belong to
Abilene Tulane, because he did not care with Abilene and her family who taken care
13
to him but when he belong to Nellie, he always listened to the story of her family and
he was sad when Nellie told the story of her son (Raymond) who died of pneumonia
when he was five years old.
b. Determine which term is privileged
After locating the opposition existed in the text, the next step was determining
which side is privilege. Determine the privileged term by revealing how the
repressed, marginalized meaning could as well be central. For this phase of reversal
was needed in order to subvert the original hierarchy of the first term over the second.
But eventually, one should realize that this hierarchy was equally unstable, and
surrender to the complete free play of the binary opposites in a non-hierarchical way.
This was just like a system of triangles in which there was a series of configurations
of triangles one after the other. But each so called present configuration, each group
of triangles which seem to be momentarily present, had emerged out of a prior
configuration, and was already dissolving into a future configuration, and this play
went on endlessly. There was no central configuration that attempts to freeze the play
of the system, no marginal one, no privileged one, no repressed one. Because Edward
was judged selfish when he belong to Abilene the characteristic of him will prior with
selfish, but we cannot forget the relationship between Edward and the other character
which described the other characteristic of Edward
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c. Overturn or reverse the hierarchic
Derrida’s developed deconstruction was denying the opposition between
speech/writing, presence/absence, pure or contaminated, and finally the rejection of a
single truth or logos itself. To deconstruct this opposition said Derrida (1981: 41) one
needs to overturn or reverse them, so they can be neutral, which gives both sides of
the opposition right to represent them. Reversing the oppositions and giving
superiority to the suppressed concept does not mean to deconstruct it because the
suppressed concept would have the upper hand and thus it would mean to stay
“within the closed field of these oppositions”
In order to get out of the closed fields of the binary oppositions, Derrida added
that “it must, through a double gesture, a double science, a double writing put into
practice a reversal of the classical opposition and a general displacement of the
system Culler (1981:41). The model of double writing, however, was particularly
suited to certain research object, namely the deconstruction of hierarchic binary
opposition that was such opposite pairings where one was seen as more valuable and
fundamental than the other. Thus Enwald (2004:266). Deconstruction was seen as a
double gesture: on the one hand, deconstruction traverses a phase overturning the
hierarchic binary opposition, and on other hand it displaces the opposition and
situates it differently by introducing a new concept
Thus, Derrida first focuses on the binary oppositions within a text—like
man/woman. Next it showed how these opposites were related, how one is central,
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natural and privileged, the other ignored, repressed and marginalized. Next it
temporarily undoes or subverts the hierarchy to make the text mean the opposite of
what it originally appeared to mean. Then in the last step both terms of the opposition
were seen dancing in the free play of nonhierarchical, non-stable meanings.
Based on the explanation above, the researcher concluded that there were three
aspects in deconstruction theory from Derrida’s perspective as follows: locate an
opposition, determine which member is privileged, and reverse and undermine the
hierarchy. Kate Dicamillo in her novel described Edward Tulane as main character
was selfish because he only loved himself, so the center of Edward’s character was
selfish and it made reader only believe that he was selfish and every character of him
just substitution of his negative characteristic, that was why the researcher used
deconstruction by Derrida in order to prove that Edward Tulane as main character not
only had bad characteristic but also he had a good one, it just depend how people treat
him.
2. Novel
The definition of Novel in etymology, the word novel comes from the Italian,
Novella, which mean the new staff that small. In terminology Novel, according to Dr.
Tillyard defined novel as “a novel is a not too unorganized, fictitious narrative in
prose of at least, say, 20,000 words.” and W.E Williams defines it as “a long narrative
in prose detailing the actions of fictitious people.”
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Intrinsic Elements (intrinsic) were the elements that build the literary work itself.
Elements were what because the literary present as a work of Martial Arts. Intrinsic
elements of a novel element (directly) participate and build the story. Extrinsic
elements (extrinsic) were the elements that are beyond the works of Martial Arts, but
indirectly affect the building or system of the organism's Martial Arts. Extrinsic
elements of a novel should be still seen as something important.
Novel was narrative text informing of prose with a long shape that including
some figures and fiction event. The intrinsic elements of novel are plot, setting
characterization, point of view, and theme but in this research the researcher only
focuses on character of the novel.
3. Characters
There were some definitions about character according to experts, the first was
Stanton (1965: 17) stated “The use of character terms itself in any English suggest
two different, that is as the story characters presented, and as behavior, attraction,
willing, emotion, and moral principal possessed by the characters” as addition
Abrams (1999: 32) Character are the persons represented in a dramatic or narrative
work, who are interpreted by the reader as being endowed with particular moral,
intellectual, and emotional qualities by inferences from what the persons say and their
distinctive ways of saying it – the dialogue – and from what they do – the action. So,
the researcher concluded that, character was the person that have a role in the literary
work such as drama and story (novel) who had emotional, moral, and intellectual.
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Every story hinges on the actions undertaken by its main character, or
protagonist, a term drawn from ancient Greek tragedy that was more useful in
discussions of fiction than such misleading terms as hero or heroine. Additionally,
stories might contain an opposing character, or antagonist, with whom the protagonist
was drawn into conflict.
People assed character on the basic of what the author told us about them and on
the basic of what they did and said. Another point to remember was that the
characters were part of broader pattern. They were members of a society, and the
author distinctive viewed of who people relate to society reflected in the presentation
of every character.
So, there were two ways to categorize the characteristic of some character. The
first, Direct presentation (or characterization) - This refered to what the speaker
or narrator directly said or thought about a character. In other words, in a direct
characterization, the reader was told what the character was like. When Dickens
described Scrooge like this: "I present him to you: Ebenezer Scrooge....the most
tightfisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! A squeezing, wrenching, grasping,
scraping, clutching, covetous, old sinner!" - this was very direct characterization. The
second, Indirect presentation (or characterization) - This referred to what
the character said or did. The reader then inferred what the character was all about.
This mimics how we understood people in the real world, since we could not "get
inside their heads". In other words, in an indirect characterization, it was the
18
reader who was obliged to figure out what the character was like. And sometimes the
reader got it wrong.
a. Main and peripheral character
The Main character was the actor which appeared the most in the story and
always had connection with other actors. The main character was the most dominant
told in the story either did an action. Main character really determined the
development of plot. The main character in a novel could be more than one in the
different major quality.
Peripheral character was the actor who had part in supporting the story. The
presence of the peripheral character in whole story was smaller. In other words,
peripheral characters in the whole story was limited and they were usually only
related to the main characters.
From the explaination, the researcher concluded that the main chracter of the
novel “Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane” was Edward Tulane because Edward
was only character who almost appeared in the story and he had connection to every
charcters such as Abilene Tulane, Pellegrina, Nellie, Lawrence, Lolly, Bull, Bryce,
Sarah Ruth and Lucius Clarke and the other character which were related to the main
character were pheriperal character.
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b. Protagonist and Antagonist Character
Protagonist was identical with all the good character inside the actor which had
been chosen and created by the author. According to Altenberd and Lewis (1966: 59)
that protagonist is a character who is admired by the readers, which always called as a
hero because he always does ideal role and follows the rules and value in the society.
The readers often give sympathy to the protagonist characters.
The character showed hope and value can be supposed as protagonist character.
Yet, sometimes there was character who does not give us the morality value.
Luxemburg (1992: 145) Antagonist is the opposite character of protagonist either
physically and psychologically. The Antagonist character usually caused conflict for
protagonist. Although there were other things such as disaster, accident environment
and society, social rules, moral values, authority etc. could cause conflict but if it was
not done by a character, they are called as antagonist force.
c. Dynamic and Static Character
If people looked from the aspect of characteristic changing people could divide
character become two; the first was dynamic character was a person who changed
over time, usually as a result of resolving a central conflict or facing a major crisis.
Most dynamic characters tend to be central rather than peripheral characters, because
resolving the conflict was the major role of central characters, so the dynamic
character that was in the novel “Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane” was Edward
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Tulane because his characteristic changed over the time and it depend on the people
who met him. The second was static character was someone who does not change
over time; his or her personality did not transform or evolve.
d. Typical and Neutral Character
Altenbernd and Lewis (in Nurgiyantoro, 2007: 190) stated that the typical
character was the character who had less individuality performed instead of quality of
the work and nationality. This character constituted reflections, description, or
indication to the person or group who had worked in a department. Whereas, the
neutral character described the imaginary character who was only life in the fiction.
This character was only presented to set up the story itself.
4. Synopsis
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane novel tell the story about Rabbit doll
which is known Edward Tulane, his owner is Abilene Tulane, she is ten years old, she
loves Edward so much even Edward only loves himself and don’t care with Abilene
and her family. One day before Abilene is going to England with her parents and
Edward, pallegrina (Abilene’s grandmother) tells the story about selfish princess as
same as the character of Edward after that day Edward start to feel guilty.
The day to go to England is coming, Abilene brings Edward, she will sail to the
England. In the ship, Abilene meets Amos and Martin, they annoy Abilene, they seize
Edward and start to throw Edward hand by hand until Edward is falling to the sea.
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When Edward sink in the sea, a fisherman finds her and he gives Edward to his wife,
a fisherman’s name is Lawrence and his wife’s name is Nellie. Directly Nellie gives
Edward new identity, she gives Edward, name, Sussana and she beliefs that Edward
is female rabbit. In the morning when Lawrence go to fishing, Nellie and Edward will
stay in home. Nellie always tells the story of his children “She told Edward about her
children, her daughter, Lolly, who was a secretary, and her boys: Ralph, who was in
the army, and Raymond, who had died of pneumonia when he was only five years
old.”One-day Lolly (Nellie’s girl) come to home, she sees Edward and she does not
like him and when she goes back, she throws Edward to the garbage can then Edward
end up in the dump.
Then in the dump he meets Bull and Lucy (Bull’s dog), when Edward with Bull
and Lucy, his name become Malone, male rabbit. Bull always traveling with Lucy
and now he has a new comer that is Malone. In the night Edward will gather with
Bull and Lucy in front of fire and Bull will sing a song, Bull has good voice, Edward
love to listen when Bull is singing. When Bull and Lucy sleep, the man out from the
car, he sees Bull, Lucy and Edward. He chases away Bull and Lucy and take Edward
and throw him and Edward end up to the hill.
When the morning come, an old lady picks him up and call Edward as Clyde,
then she uses Edward to scare away the crow from her garden. One-day Edward
meets Bryce, and Bryce has plan to steal Edward, he wants to give Edward to his
sister who is dying. Now Edward live with Bryce and Sarah Ruth which give his
name Jangles, the day with both make Edward happy, Edward always listen Bryce
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plays harmonica. The days pass again and again until Sarah Ruth has to pass away,
and it makes Edward very sad, now he just together with Bryce in Memphies. And
Edward journey end up in the doll store waiting for someone to take him, and one day
there is a girl who is interesting to him and decided to take him and how surprise his
mother because she realize that he is Edward Tulane, the doll that she miss.
5. Biography
Katrina Elizabeth "Kate" DiCamillo (born March 25, 1964) Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, raised in Clermont, Florida, and currently live in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, Kate is an American writer of children's fiction for all reading levels,
usually featuring animals. She is one of six people to win two Newbery Medals,
recognizing her novels The Tale of Despereaux (2003) and Flora and Ulysses (2013).
Her best-known books for young children are Mercy Watson series illustrated by
Chris Van Dusen.
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CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This chapter explained about how to use the methodology of this research. There
were five parts that include in this chapter; Research method, data source, research
instrument, procedures of data collection, and procedure of data analysis.
A. Research Method.
The researcher used descriptive qualitative method to deconstruction of main
character in the Kate Dicamillo’s novel “Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane”.
Descriptive qualitative method was a research procedure that used to describe data in
the form of words written or spoken of the people or actors in the novel. According to
Aminuddin (1990: 16), the qualitative descriptive method is to analyze the form of
description, not a number or coefficient of relationship between variables. Data
collected in the form of vocabulary, sentences, and pictures that have meaning. It
could be observed this method intended to describe everything related to
deconstruction of main character in Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane.
B. Data Source
The sources of data taken from the novel “Miraculous Journey of Edward
Tulane” by Kate DiCamillo. The book had twenty-seven chapters and a hundred
seventy pages, the book was published on 2009.
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C. Research Instrument
In order to get and analyzed data in this research, the reseacrher applied the
instrument which was called note taking by used piece of paper. According to Nazir,
(1988:124-125). Note taking is a system of recording information which includes the
lastname of the author, page and related information. The researcher used piece of
paper. It used to get the data from the novel, after reading the novel and the other
relevance, the researcher made some notes into piece of paper to classified political
case.
D. Procedure of Data Collection
In collecting, the researcher applied several procedures as follows:
1. The researcher read the novel carefully.
2. The researcher identified the data from novel.
3. The researcher wrote down the data from novel which prove deconstruction.
4. The researcher classified the data based on theory.
E. Procedure of Data Analysis
In connecting with the thesis, the researcher analysed the data by using the theory
of Jacques Derrida. Then, the researcher analysed the deconstruction of main
character in the novel “Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane”.
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CHAPTER IV
FINDING AND DICUSSION
A. Finding
In the novel “Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane”, Edward as main character
has positive and negative characteristic, it changes depend on people (figure
character) who adopt him. There are some figure characters who adopt him in the
novel and the researchers divide them into 5 because there are some of the character
leave in the same place as family or friend such as Abilene who is leave with her
family, Nellie and Lawrence as couple, Bull and his pet, Lucy (dog), old lady, and
Sarah Ruth and Bryce as brother and sister. So, in this point the researcher wants to
show the locating opposition which is exist in the characteristic of main character in
the novel “Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane”.
1. Arrogant & Humble
Edward when he lives with Abilene is arrogant, he always amazes with himself,
he thinks that he is an exceptional specimen.
In all, Edward Tulane felt himself to be an exceptional specimen. Only his
whiskers gave him pause. They were long and elegant (as they should be), but
they were of uncertain origin. Edward felt quite strongly that they were not the
whiskers of a rabbit. (Extract 1.1) (10-11)
The sun set early then and the dining-room windows became dark and Edward
could see his own reflection in the glass. And what a reflection it was! What an
elegant figure he cut! Edward never ceased to be amazed at his own fineness.
(Extract 1.2) (12-13)
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It may because when he lives with Abilene he has many things like the good
handmade silk suits, custom shoes fashioned from the finest leather, and a gold
pocket watch so Edward accustomed to living luxurious which make him arrogant.
The china rabbit was in possession of an extraordinary wardrobe composed of
handmade silk suits, custom shoes fashioned from the finest leather and designed
specifically for his rabbit feet, and a wide array of hats equipped with holes so
that they could easily fit over Edward’s large and expressive ears. Each pair of
well-cut pants had a small pocket for Edward’s gold pocket watch. Abilene
wound this watch for him each morning. (Extract 1.3) (11-12)
But there is completely differentiation of Edward characteristic when he lives
with Bryce and Sarah Ruth, because he does not care with an elegant rabbit doll
anymore as long as he is loved.
Edward’s ears became soggy and he did not care. His sweater had almost
completely unraveled and it didn’t bother him. He was hugged half to death and
it felt good. (Extract 1.4) (121)
Edward has accustomed to living unpretentiously as long as he is loved by people
who love him and it makes him humble.
2. Apathetic & Merciful
Edward is described as apathetic when he lives with Abilene and old lady, he does
not care with other people say or do to him.
But, in truth, he was not very interested in what people had to say. And also, he
did not care for Abilene’s parents and their condescending manner toward him.
(Extract 2.1) (13-14)
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When Edward is adopted by the old lady, he turns to become apathetic doll. It is
different when he was with Nellie, Lawrence, Bull, and Lucy because even he lives
unpretentiously, Edward always listen to them.
He mistook the large crow for Pellegrina. Go ahead, he thought. Turn me into a
warthog if you want. I don’t care. I am done with caring. (Extract 2.2) (99).
Edward becomes apathetic doll because if he starts to love some people he will
separate with them and it hurts his heart so much, it makes Edward gives up for
caring people again.
“Bull,” his heart said. “Lucy.”
How many times, Edward wondered, would he have to leave without getting
the chance to say goodbye? A lone cricket started up a song. Edward listened.
Something deep inside him ached. He wished that he could cry. (Extract 2.3)
(93)
In the other side, we can see that Edward is merciful to the other family such as
to Nellie, when Nellie tells the story about her son who has died of pneumonia,
Edward find himself listen to what Nellie told him.
She told Edward about her children, her daughter, Lolly, who was a secretary,
and her boys: Ralph, who was in the army, and Raymond, who had died of
pneumonia when he was only five years old.
And Edward was surprised to discover that he was listening. Before, when
Abilene talked to him, everything had seemed so boring, so pointless. But now,
the stories Nellie told struck him as the most important thing in the world and he
listened as if his life depended on what she said. (Extract 2.4) (63-64)
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It happens also when Edward see the man from the train hurt Bull & Lucy deep
inside of Edward’s heart he wants to help them but Edward realizes that he is just a
doll.
All his life, Edward had known what he was: a rabbit made of china, a rabbit
with bendable arms and legs and ears. He was bendable, though, only if he was
in the hands of another. He could not move himself. And he had never regretted
this more deeply than he did that night when he and Bull and Lucy were
discovered in the empty railcar. Edward wanted to be able to defend Lucy. But
he could do nothing. He could only lie there and wait. (Extract 2.5) (91)
And when Edward lives with Sarah, Edward does not want to see Sarah suffer.
Sometimes, when a coughing fit was particularly bad, she squeezed Edward so
tight that he was afraid he would crack in two. Also, in between coughing fits,
she took to sucking on one or the other of Edward’s ears. Normally, Edward
would have found intrusive, clingy behavior of this sort very annoying, but there
was something about Sarah Ruth. He wanted to take care of her. He wanted to
protect her. He wanted to do more for her. (Extract 2.6) (116)
3. Selfish & Loves other people
The writer describes Edward as selfish doll because when Abilene shows her
love to him, Edward does not care with her, the only one he fell is annoyance.
“Edward,” she said, “oh, Edward. I love you. I never want you to be away from
me.” The rabbit, too, was experiencing a great emotion. But it was not love. It
was annoyance that he had been so mightily inconvenienced, that he had been
handled by the maid as cavalierly as an inanimate object — a serving bowl, say,
or a teapot. (Extract 3) (22-23)
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There are some reasons why the characteristic of Edward Tulane is selfish, the
first is because he only focuses to himself, he does not care with the other people in
his environment.
Fortunately, Abilene’s mother walked past the dining room and witnessed
Edward’s suffering.
“Drop it!” she shouted to Rosie. And Rosie, surprised into obedience, did as
he was told.
Edward’s silk suit was stained with drool and his head ached for several days
afterward, but it was his ego that had suffered the most damage. (Extract 3.2)
(19-20)
Edward, of course, was not listening. He found the talk around the dinner
table excruciatingly dull; in fact, he made a point of not listening if he could help
it. But then Abilene did something unusual, something that forced him to pay
attention. As the talk about the ship continued, Abilene reached for Edward and
took him from his chair and stood him in her lap.
“And what about Edward?” she said, her voice high and uncertain.
“What about him, darling?” said her mother. “Will Edward be sailing on the
Queen Mary with us?”
“Well, of course, if you wish, although you are getting a little old for such
things as china rabbits.” (Extract 3.3) (25-26)
The second reason is because people treat him only just like a normal doll which
is no feeling or thinking.
Abilene’s mother had referred to him as “it,” and she was more outraged at the
dog urine on her tablecloth than she was about the indignities that Edward had
suffered at the jaws of Rosie. (Extract 3.4) (20)
The maid bent over him and looked into his eyes. “Hmph,” she said. She stood
back up. She put her hands on her hips. “I reckon you’re just like every other
thing in this house, something needing to be cleaned and dusted.” (Extract 3.5)
(21)
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When he is adopted by old lady, Edward turn to selfish again and he does not
care with other people.
Edward didn’t care what she said. The terrible ache he had felt the night before
had gone away and had been replaced with a different feeling, one of
hollowness and despair. (Extract 3.6) (95)
The reason Edward is selfish because he is tired to separate from the people
who love him and even worst because he always separates without saying good bye.
How many times, Edward wondered, would he have to leave without getting
the chance to say goodbye? (Extract 3.7) (93)
The researcher finds the characteristic of Edward Tulane change depend on
how people treat him, because like Edward become selfish when he lives with
Abilene and old lady but Edward turns to loves the people who treat him not just like
inanimate object.
When he still stays with Abilene, all Edward cares about is only himself but after
he met Nellie and stays with Bull he starts to love other people. He will mention all
people he loves when mid night while Bull and Lucy sleep.
During the night, while Bull and Lucy slept, Edward, with his ever-open eyes,
stared up at the constellations. He said their names, and then he said the names of
the people who loved him. He started with Abilene and then went to Nellie and
Lawrence and from there to Bull and Lucy, and then he ended again with
Abilene: Abilene, Nellie, Lawrence, Bull, Lucy, Abilene. (Extract 3.8) (83)
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Edward becomes different doll, when he lives with Abilene and her family, he
does not care with Abilene and her family but when he lives with Sarah Ruth, he does
love Sarah Ruth and his heart hurt to see Sarah passed away.
“I loved her,” said the father. “I loved her.”
I loved her, too, thought Edward. I loved her and now she is gone. How could
this be? he wondered. How could he bear to live in a world without Sarah Ruth?
(Extract 3.9)
4. People who treat him as inanimate object and people who treat him as
like as human being.
In the novel “Miraculous journey of Edward Tulane” Edward as main character,
has relation to some figure character those are Abilene and Her family, Nellie &
Lawrence, Bull & Lucy, Old Lady and Bryce & Sarah Ruth. From those people that
relate to Edward, he has treated with different treatment there are people who treat
him as a normal doll such as Abilene’s family and old lady.
Abilene’s family treat Edward;
In the evening, Edward sat at the dining room table with the other members of the
Tulane family: Abilene; her mother and father; and Abilene’s grandmother, who
was called Pellegrina. True, Edward’s ears barely cleared the tabletop, and true
also, he spent the duration of the meal staring straight ahead at nothing but the
bright and blinding white of the tablecloth. But he was there, a rabbit at the table.
(Extract 4) ()
Edward’s silk suit was stained with drool and his head ached for several days
afterward, but it was his ego that had suffered the most damage. Abilene’s mother
had referred to him as “it,” and she was more outraged at the dog urine on her
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tablecloth than she was about the indignities that Edward had suffered at the jaws
of Rosie. (Extract 4.2)
Old lady treats Edward;
She stood back up. “Hmph,” she said again. She rubbed her back. “What I say is,
there’s a use for everything and everything has its use. That’s what I say.”
(Extract 4.3)
The old woman found a use for him. She hung him from a pole in her vegetable
garden. She nailed his velvet ears to the wooden pole and spread his arms out as if
he were flying and attached his paws to the pole by wrapping pieces of wire
around them. In addition to Edward, pie tins hung from the pole. They clinked
and clanked and shone in the morning sun. (Extract 4.4)
So there are two family that treat Edward as inanimate object but there are family
that treat Edward as like as human being which make the opposition in this novel,
those are Nellie & Lawrence, Bull & Lucy and Sarah Ruth;
Nellie wiped at her tears with the back of her hands. She smiled at Edward. “I
suppose you think I’m daft, talking to a toy. But it seems to me that you are
listening, Susanna.” (Extract 4.5)
In the evening, Lawrence came home from the sea and there was dinner and
Edward sat at the table with the fisherman and his wife. He sat in an old wooden
highchair; and while at first he was mortified (a highchair, after all, was a chair
designed for babies, not for elegant rabbits), he soon became used to it. He liked
being up high, looking out over the table instead of staring at the tablecloth as he
had at the Tulane household. He liked feeling like a part of things. (Extract 4.6)
They went outside and Lawrence lit his pipe and held Edward there on his
shoulder; and if the night was clear, Lawrence said the names of the constellations
one at a time, Andromeda, Pegasus, pointing at them with the stem of his pipe.
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Edward loved looking up at the stars, and he loved the sounds of the constellation
names. They were sweet in his ears. (Extract 4.7)
The next family that treat Edward as like as human are Bull and Lucy;
“Malone,” said Bull one night, “it’s not my desire to offend you or to comment
negatively on your choice of garb, but I’m forced to tell you that you stick out
like a sore thumb in that princess dress. And also, again, with no wish to offend
you, the dress has seen better days.” (Extract 4.8)
“Look away, Lucy,” he said to the dog, “let’s not embarrass Malone by staring at
his nakedness.” (Extract 4.9)
The last people who treat Edward as like as human being is Sarah Ruth
She rocked Edward back and forth and stared down at him and smiled.
Never in his life had Edward been cradled like a baby. Abilene had not done it.
Nor had Nellie. And most certainly Bull had not. It was a singular sensation to be
held so gently and yet so fiercely, to be stared down at with so much love.
Edward felt the whole of his china body flood with warmth. (Extract 4.10)
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B. Discussion
Deconstruction theory examine by Derrida enrolls a few systems and terms
analyze logo centrism which has a tendency to produce or give the last intending to a
particular text (Selden, 1986:84). So, the next step to deconstruct the text is determine
the term which is privileged and reverse or overturn the hierarchy.
In the novel there is figure character, her name is Pellegrina. She is Abilene’s
grandmother, she ever told the story to Abilene and Edward about the princess who
love no one and only care with herself and when Pellegrina states like that she looks
Edward in the eye like when somebody accuses someone.
“Because,” said Pellegrina, “she was a princess who loved no one and cared
nothing for love, even though there were many who loved her.” At this point in
her story, Pellegrina stopped and looked right at Edward. She stared deep into his
painted-on eyes, and again, Edward felt a shiver go through him.
There is the part in the novel also shows that Edward finally realize that he has
become the selfish doll.
He heard Pellegrina say: “You disappoint me.” Why? he asked her. Why do I
disappoint you? But he knew the answer to that question, too. It was because he
had not loved Abilene enough. And now she was gone from him. And he would
never be able to make it right. And Nellie and Lawrence were gone, too. He
missed them terribly. He wanted to be with them.
And in the page 83 in the novel Edward wants to prove to Pellegrina that he is
not like the princess who does not love other people like in her story.
During the night, while Bull and Lucy slept, Edward, with his ever-open eyes,
stared up at the constellations. He said their names, and then he said the names of
the people who loved him. He started with Abilene and then went to Nellie and
Lawrence and from there to Bull and Lucy, and then he ended again with
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Abilene: Abilene, Nellie, Lawrence, Bull, Lucy, Abilene. See? Edward told
Pellegrina. I am not like the princess. I know about love.
From the data above, the researcher concludes that the author wants to describe
Edward as selfish doll in her novel it proves from what Pellegrina does and say to
Edward and also in the story Edward always think that he is selfish and care nothing.
People cannot deny the negative characteristic of Edward Tulane such as he is
arrogant, selfish, and emotional but if we want to see the reason from the other side,
we can understand that Edward only reflect the behavior that he receives from the
other people, when people treat him gently and kindly he will become kind and
merciful and when people treat him only just like a normal doll which has no thinking
and feeling he will also become selfish doll. for example, when he lives with Abilene
and her family, only Abilene and Pellegrina treat him just like the human, sometime
when dinner time Edward just put on the table with his face down so he only sees the
white cloth table, it is different when Edward lives with Nellie and Lawrence because
Edward will sit at the high chair when everybody eat so Edward can look out over the
table. And when Edward lives with Bull, Bull always sing for him at night. More over
when he lives with Sarah Ruth because she loves Edward so much Therefore, we
cannot judge someone whether he is a protagonist or not without considering some
reason. That is why Allah said in (QS. Al-Isra) verse 7
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The meaning:
“if you do good, you do good for yourselves; and if you do evil, (you do
it) to yourselves.” Then when the final promise came, (we sent your
enemies) to sadden your face and to enter the temple in Jerusalem, as
they entered it the first time, and to destroy what they had taken over
with (total) destruction.
We have to look from which point of view they live their live. Those different
point of view drive us to create different interpretation from the common one. Thus, it
is very possible to reverse and undermine the hierarchy of opposition.
From the explanation above the researcher find out the bad characteristic of
Edward Tulane that he is selfish, emotional, and arrogant when he lives with
Abilene’s family it may because when he lives with Abilene he has many things like
the good handmade silk suits, custom shoes fashioned from the finest leather, and a
gold pocket watch so Edward accustomed to live luxurious which make him arrogant
and he is also treated only just like normally doll which make him become apathetic
and selfish but in the other side he has a good characteristic such as merciful, kind,
and love other people it proves when he lives with Nellie and Lawrence, Edward
always listen to what Nellie and Lawrence tell him, and Edward feel sad when he
listen the story about Raymond who has died of pneumonia when he is five years old,
he is also wants to help Bull and Lucy when there is a man hurt them, and Edward is
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very sad when Sarah Ruth, the girl who take care to Edward has to die because ill.
The reason that Edward loves Nellie, Lawrence, Bull, Lucy, Bryce, and Sarah Ruth
because they treat Edward just like the other human not only just a doll.
The main and peripheral character is also having its own role in the text, if the
peripheral character is gone, there will not be the explanation about main character
and if the main character is missing, there will no story to tell. Deconstruction
analysis find out the neglected term and the marginalized term that ignored by the
reader, then bring it to the surface so the reader not only just focus on the central
meaning of a text. So every part of the text are important and deconstruction erase all
the opposition such protagonist- antagonist, main- minor character border and come
up with the new concept that all character consist of good and bad side, main and
minor character has a same important role in built the story.
In the Fariska Pujiyanti’s thesis “Dekonstruksi Dominasi Laki-Laki Dalam Novel
“The Da Vinci Code” Karya Dan Brown” she focuses on the binary opposition that
she has got after analyzing the novel while my research not only about binary
opposition that exist in the novel but also the reason why binary opposition happen in
this case the negative and positive characteristic of Edward Tulane. In the Ridha
Syafriany Ridwan’s research “Deconstruction on Feminism in Arthur Golden’s
Geisha” she finds that a Geisha is artist who cannot be judged whether a prostitute or
not because to become a geisha, the woman has to study in geisha’s school and have
to be expert in dancing, playing traditional music, and they have to beautiful in
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attitude and utterance so is my research if someone asks me “Is Edward Tulane
protagonist or antagonist?” I will say that Edward Tulane is both of them because if I
say that he is protagonist I will deny that he has a negative characteristic and if I say
that he is antagonist I will deny that he has good characteristic.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION & SUGGESTION
A. Conclusion
There is binary opposition in the characteristic of Edward Tulane that has found
in the novel, sometimes he is found as selfish, arrogant and apathetic but sometimes
he becomes merciful, love other people and humble it depends on how people treat
him, if people treat him as like as his friend or his family, Edward will show the good
characteristic but if people treat him only as inanimate object, Edward will become
bad. So, people cannot judge him only as bad (antagonist) and good (protagonist),
Edward Tulane as main character in the novel Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane
is just like other human in the real world that has the nature of good and bad.
Deconstruction analysis has merge the limits created between the protagonist-
antagonist and side figures. Every character is a character, no consideration as
protagonist or  antagonist character anymore. The protagonist it also has a negative
side, and so do the antagonist character, it also has a positive side which is could be
consider a role model.
Also the main character and an peripheral character, we can not ignore the
character although these characters do not always appear in the story. No matter how
small the role of character in the story he still took part in building the story. If one of
the characters removed, it will give  new possibilities that will change the flow the
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story. New possibilities will also appear if one of the characters perform different
actions than what is told.
B. Suggestion
Based on the conclusions above, the researcher suggested to:
a. The researcher suggested for the next researcher who will make the similar
research about deconstruction can analyze the figure character not the main
character.
b. The researcher recommended that the readers can analyze the other types of
literary work also to be analyzed and related to the other aspects. For example,
the conflict deconstruction, analysis of sociology of literature, structural
analysis, etc.
c. The researcher hoped that through this thesis, the reader is able to know more
about characterization and the deconstruction of the character like shown in
literary work such as novel, drama, prose, poetry, etc.
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